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Entry inside the perimeter fence of the playing area is 
prohibited at all times and offenders will be prosecuted. 
All spectators are requested to vacate the ground 
within 15 minutes of the end of the final game, 

Police may be requested to remove any unauthorised 
persons who remain after the stipulated time. 

The setting alight of, or the igniting or discharging 
of any type of object, including fireworks, signal or 


smoke flares is strictly prohibited. 
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Northern Spirit FC 
13-15 Ridge St 
North Sydney NSW 2060 
Phone: (02) 9460-2187 
Fax: (02) 9460-2183 


E-mail; 
contact@northernspirit.com.au 


Web site: 
www.northernspirit.com,au 


President: 
Kathryn Greiner 


Chairman: 
Remo Nogarotto 


Vice-Chairman: 
Emmanuel Zammit 


General Manager: 
Allan Novis 


Directors: 
Kerry Chikarovski, M.P. 
Peter Rix 
Rene Licata 
Phil Wolanski 


Head Coach: 
Graham Arnold 


Operations Manager: 
Melissa Down 


Corporate Partnerships Manager: 


Gary Pearse 


Administration Assistant: 
Danielle Kinsey 
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David Mason 


Youth Development Officer: 
Phil Moss 
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BY MICHAEL COCKERILL 
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Pixie-sized Gabriel 
the heart of a giant. Four yes 


his resolve to ne 
s is w beginning for me," says the 


But an iron-clad will and the desperate desire 
to resurrect a career once ripe * player d by teammate Phil Moss as 
continues to confound the doubters, . 2 e foes trainer he has seen. — 


At just 26, Mendez is on the way. : “Much football over the 
THIRD serious knee operation, vowing : ; feel 
put the plasters and nak nd him. 


Mendez made his first appearance of the : : Sy never really ‘doubt come back 
eas0r as a orth gpa substitute against : from all the adversity I've faced and | 
da 0 ; believe I'm stronger mentally for it. 
: "I've been through so much | feel I'm 
: equipped to tackle just about any obstacle 
> now.” “ 


ie role in the 3-2 win > Mendez, who amassed seven Socceroo caps and 
e s last Sunday, : a string of Olyroo appearances before being 
ig into the fray with just five minutes : struck down, still winces when forced to recall 
: the day his world began to disintegrate, — 


: What Mendez describes as a "bad tackle" ripped 
: asunder the: lateral ligaments in his left knee 
+ during a national soccer league clash between 
: his former club Melita Eagles - now of the Super 
: League - and Wollongong back in 1995. 


* Concord surgeon Craig Waller, whom he has 

come to know well, pieced him back together 

and Mendez was playing again within seven 
months. 


A year later ill fortune paid him a return . 

visit - this time the cruciate ligament was 

torn away from the same knee during an . 
Olympic Games qualifier with Canada, and © 
his ticket to Atlanta was subsequently | | 


cancelled. 4 
s 


injury torment has pushed 
king point. 


LEWI!/S 
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BY DAVE 
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» 


8 anguish, the Argentine-born, 
emer is thankful to have 


Mendez's cheer squad. 


] 
| 
| 
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Suntec n ee eeeeee 


"That was hard to take,” he + English third division sent him scurrying i 
says. "I'd played in all the : home to join Marconi. § 


» Qualifiers and suddenly | = the player who lists Maradona as his 
» find myself missing + idolonthe pitch -ifnot hisrolemodeloff 
pee ave te say It * it - was then poached by the Spirit. 
< ind r 4 eons + And just when it seemed nothing else 
Worsathanthe ¢ could go awry, it did. Ina bid to sharpen 
ecimem  ¢ his reflexes for the coming season, 
* = Mendez embarked on a brief Super 
At the time : League stint for his former club 
he was : Parramatta, 
vague > It wasn't a wise move, Within weeks he'd 
RTMDAN Tira ¢ fallen awkwardly on his right knee, 
MMe cer inf severing the cruciate ligament in the 


Austria, but that ¢ Bee 


association was : SIX ange eM months later, his finely 
end terminated by a: sculptured frame in taking 


ub not willing to aa the strai nows the quest 
"his recuperation. to recap’ 4 his former sharpness is 


+ fraught with uncertainty. 

Rete Aeeaae "The surgeon tells me my knees are in 
jack in the box, wal > good shape - the rest is up to me," he 
fit enough to join : °4YS: 

English club Notts : “! still tack the pace of the past, but I’ E 
County for a brief ; working on getting it back. It could 
spell, but their 


: while yet but | won't stop worki = 
relegation to the then : Of that you canbe sure. ae 
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NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT HOME GAME: 
Friday January 15th, 7.30pm 
v Marconi Fairfield at North Sydney Oval 
NORTHERN SPIRIT NEXT AWAY GAME: 
Sunday January 24th, 6.00pm, 
v Sydney Olympic at Belmore Sports Ground 
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he critics had already 

consigned the Spirit's season 

to the trash can, 
Yet, consecutive victories have 
turned melancholy to mirth for Graham Armold's 
highly-vaunted and often-tainted Ericsson Cup 
newcomers, 
A boots and braces victory in oppressive heat over 
Gippsland Falcons at North Sydney Oval only two 
days after Christmas 
celebrations provided the first 
twinges of expectation and last 
Sunday's come from behind 3- 
2win over the Adelaide Sharks 
in 39 degree heat at Hindmarsh 
Stadium has sparked unbridled 
optimism. 
When he first gathered his 
Squad way back in June, Arnold 
said his aim was to win all 
home games. 
Arnold's expectations away 
from the familiar surroundings 
of North Sydney Oval were not 
as great, claiming that 10 per 
cent of away victories would 
still enable the side to make 
the top six. 
Whileithe,9 per ng game of the 


lan Crook 


Sydney aly pic, the 
home record intac 
Brisbane Strikers - but Arnold is over the moon with 
the team's pe ances away from home. 

Away wins against Carlton (2-1), Canberra (1-0) and 
he | harks 1s well over 


d an exhilarating turn to action 

missed midfielder lan Crook and the 
of a goal famine that had threatened to 

Bennet the future of striker Clayton Zane. 

It was also the first time this season the goal- 

starved visitors had scored three goals in a game - 


and ironically they all came in the second half of 
the match. 

And on a less savory note, the match provided 
Arnold with just the second red card of his long 
career, 

Not surprisingly the re coach is keen to 
accentuate the positives, particularly the impact of 
the impish Englishman Crook. 

A long-term tenant of the treatment room since 
damaging medial ligaments in 
his right knee in round two, 
Crook burst off the bench in the 
second half to orchestrate a 
masterful final 45 minutes. 

The 35-year-old former Spurs 
and Norwich playmaker gave the 
Spirit the momentum they 
needed to level with the Sharks 
after going into the break 1-0 
down, with a virtuoso free kick 
and Crook later had a hand in 
another goal to leave Arnold 
eulogising: "He's a truly class 
performer who we've badly 
missed this season," 

The coach added: “He didn't 
play 500 premier league 
matches in England because 
he's good at cutting up oranges. 
"Our fans at North Sydney Oval — 
deserve to see Bite best of him and now hopefully 


they will." . 
If results go ‘way this weekend, it t is 
conceivable emselves in the top 


four, espe i ais his range against his 


ough lean times, ic 
y and improvec 


“He was suffering , there's no doubt about that, and 
some of the fans been getting on his back a bit. 
"But you have to expect these things in football." 


So, it must be a bit of a shock to come 
back to Australia's summer league 
and play in the extreme temperatures 
he had to endure against Gippsland at 
North Sydney Oval and versus the ; . 
Adelaide Sharks in Adelaide where : : 


b 


j Then former Socceroo warrior 


Graham Amold signed up as the 

Spirit's player-coach he 

thought his playing career would 

perhaps be limited to one last season 

before concentrating on coaching full 
time. 

A lethal striker, Arnold spent more ..: 

than eight years overseas playing in i 

Holland, Belgium and Japan and 


| 
* 
| 
| 
| played or maya a snow: covered pitch 
| in Europe. ~~ 
| 
' 
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the fame ae ic 
Z.. "IL readily admit 's gett 
fi old for all this ! 


Arnold has the ais i 
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Increase. = ME) The Incredible PC. my , 
Built by incredible 


productivity , : Home Office Sales F * 
and profitability 7 and Rental to satisfy ath 


2— the home computer : 


for yo ur home user. With packages that offer incredible 
value and backed by Incredible Home Office 4 J 


@ @ 7 
business with Sales and Rental’s service and reliability, you'll \. 


In credible value find it an Incredible PC too. 
PC packages - 2 f 
4 George Place, Artarmon, Oe an 
Tel (02) 9427 8444, by. — Office 
Fax (02) 9418 3399. : 3 _< mh ee 
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SYDNEY SHOWRCOMS f  . 
¢ Campbelltown: (02) 4627 1844 Tilecraft Ceramics offers a comprehensive range of é a - 

i : 
+ Collaroy: 9971 6324 exclusive ceramic tiles from around the world. 4 . 


+ Maroubra: 2844/7022 exclusive hand painted borders and feature tiles 
$) Northbridge: 9958'6707 come together under one roof, together with an 


+ Parramatta: 9683 6066 unparalleled range of tools, adhesives and sealers. 
# Penrith: (02) 4721 0622 


# Punchbowl: 9759 6144 Tilecraft’s Highly trained showroom staff can | 
4 Taren Point: 9524 5666 assist you in colour co-ordination, product | 
# Turramurra: 9988 3855 knowledge and technical and fixing advice. ; 


LIVERPOOL 
OPENING EARLY 1999! 


# Drummoyne: 9719 8011 Wall and floor tiles, terracotta, porcelain, ¢ 


We're behind our 
future chan I WONS 
as much as A ul are. 


REGIONAL SHOWROOMS 


# Canbert'a: (02) 6280 6080 = 
# Central Coast: (02) 4365 1948 yO ‘ 
# Maitland: (02) 4934 5833 __ 
* Orange: (02) 6361 9366 am 
¢ Wollongong: (02) 4225 9144 , CERAM ICS 
COMMERCIAL DIVISION 
¢ Lidcombe:'9737 9300 E-mail: marketing@tilecraft.com.au www.tilecraft.com.au | 
ERICSSON Z 
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Leeds think 
it’s not Kewell 
to be an Aussie 


Spirit, as much as anyone else, need to address. 


home countries. 

To put it mildly, it'stinks. 

As recently as a decade ago, the only 
Australians playing abroad were those . 
who had cut their teeth in the NSL, & 
and in the process played for three 

or four years with the national 
team, x 
As overseas clubs, particularly = 
those from Europe, began to = 
appreciate the quality of 
Australian talent, the trickle 
steadily turned into a flood. Pretty 


PLAYER DRAIN WILL CAUSE PAIN 


Sane eee R ee REAR enna nena nese eenese eens eeesseneeenn 


eeeeereeers 
> 


the national youth (under-20) and 
; Olympic (under-23) teams. 


Not content with that, the clubs and their scouts < 
then set about recruiting players direct from the : are allowed to get away with it, then the rapidly 
various academies, notably the AIS in Canberra, : growing number of foreign clubs looking to investin 
: Australian foothall will be encouraged to follow suit. 
: Soccer Australia chairman Basil Scarsella has 


And now they are Scraping the bottom of the barrel. : recently raised the issue with both Leeds and the 
: Leeds have made it clear they now want players : 
: BEFORE they have even been to the academies. : 
: And not only that, in what is a truly despicable : 

exercise, they want players with British passports * 

who can then be pressured into not playing for : 
> collectively, Australian soccer urgently needs to 


4 These players, usually around 18 years old, 
: completely by-passed the NSL. 


Australia. 


to overseas clubs - almost half of them in England. 
But until now, they have at least been available to 


recruitment policy in this country raises several : 


important issues - issues which Northern : 
: been called up by his country - have their way, then 


What has most upset the soccer community in : that will no longer be the case. 


Australia is Leeds' determination to identify and = 
recruit players of British parentage - some as young : 
as 14 years old. These players will then be asked to : 
turn their backs on Australia and pledge their : 
international allegiance to one of the four British : damaging, on a long-term basis, this can be. 

: Itis an issue close to the heart of the Spirit who, of 


: course, are 70 percent owned by an Englishman, 


T= controversy surrounding Leeds United's ; 


= \ 
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soon players were being tapped from %, e / c 9 cf} 


: At last count, there were 87 Australians contracted : 


represent Australia, 
Yet if Leeds - obviously miffed by the on-going 
problems they have had when Harry Kewell has 


Imagine a situation where the local game loses all 
of its best teenage talent without the consolation 
of seeing these players return to wear the green 
and gold. It doesn't take much to figure out how 


Mark Goldberg. Goldberg, who is currently in 
Australia to review his local investment, 


bones about his desire to see the 
Spirit feed players through to the 
ranks at Selhurst Park. 
But, thankfully, Goldberg makes 
an important distinction, He has 
given his word that any players 


D I, LPs also owns Crystal Palace makes no 
Zs 


\ “Who end up at Palace via the 
\ oS" Northern Spirit will not be asked to 


turn their back on Australia. “I See no 

need to antagonise the Australian 
footbalt community,” he says. 

Which is exactly what Leeds have done, And if they 


Football Association on his trip to England. 
Ultimately, FIFA may be asked to arbitrate. 

At the end of the day, it usually comes down toan 
individual decision, taken by the player in 
tandem with his family and close advisors. But 


take a stand. 


: Michael Cockerill is a sportswriter for The Sydney Morning 


Herald and a commentator for Sports Australia. 


\ 22 E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au * Web site: www.northerfispint.com.au 


Siinnyply 
Smarter 
Living 


Centralised Ca 


e 
Imagine... 
You arrive home. The remote control on your key 


ring turns on the outdoor lights and opens the 
garage door from the comfort of your car. 


You walk inside. The entry, hallway and kitchen lights 
switch on. Chosen rooms are already heated, or 
cooled because the air conditioning was 
automatically turned on an hour before you got 
home. 

Your pool pump is on. Your garden watering system 
will soon be activated. 


In fact, the only thing Oscar hasn't done for you is 
set the table and pour you a drink. 


Using Australian designed technology, Oscar 
provides centralised management of lights and 
accessories in the home through one control panel. 
It is also an effective intruder alarm, 


SR Oscar 


Cas 
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For further information contact 


HPM on 1800 807 000. 


NORTH SYDNEY 
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Now when you become a member of 
NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB, 
you also become a member of THE NEW 
SEAGULLS CLUB -at West Tweed Heads! 


BECOME A MEMBER OF BOTH 
CLUBS NOW FOR ONLY $10 


*TOP ENTERTAINMENT eMEMBERS’ DISCOUNTS 
eRESTAURANTS ePOKIE PROMOTIONS 


eSPORTING FACILITIES °BARS AND MORE 


NORTH SYDNEY LEAGUES CLUB 
12 Abbott Street, Cammeray 
PHONE: (02) 9466 8888 


THE NEW SEAGULLS CLUB 
Gotlan Dr, West Tweed Heads 
PHONE! (07) 5536 3433 
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Italian Sports Design 


OFFICIAL 


SOCCER-BOOT 
SPONSOR 


OF THE 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 


Sexy, yes! 
But it’s what's on 
the inside that counts!! 
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LAPTEx 


WERFORMANGE 
SS 


Only LATEX bladders provide TOTAL 
ball PERFORMANCE and POWER 


C@NTR@L 


By AS ANN 1: 2E 


Only MITRE'S BALANCED backing system provides 
unmatched CONTRGL and ACCURACY 


AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL SPORTS OUTLET, 


Australian Distributors: Australia’s Power Brands Pty Ltd, 


PO Box 876, Rosebery, NSW 1445 
Telephone; (02) 9669 5800, Fax; (02) 9669 5933 


The official ball supplier ta: 
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Mark RUDAN 
Voc uccser 
| Kresimir MARUSIC 
! Robbie SLATER 
™ 2 | Graham ARNOLD 
: , 
, 
| : 
| | 


M79 Clayton ZANE _ 
20) Peter BLAZINCIC 


im 27) Michael CUNICO } 
= 22)| Paul HENDERSON 
123 Matthew LANGDON 


M25) Robert ENES ; 
"26| Adam SNYDER | 
29) Adem PORIC 


4, Bob Catlin: Vastly experienced goalkeeper, 
- now with his fourth NSL club. Voted player-of- 


’ the-year with Sydney Olympic last season, but 


_ surprisingly released by coach Branko Culina, 


; 


Big, strong, and brave, is often underrated. 

2. Shayne Pryce: Team captain and rellable 
defender, who has a good scoring record - many 
of his goals coming from the penalty spot. 

3. Andrew Roberts: Holder of the record number 
of appearances for the club, spent last season 
with Canberra after being released by former 
coach John Kosmina, Renowned as a man- 
marker. 

4. Adam Sanderson; Talented overlapping 
player who returned to the squad this season 
after being released by Kosmina, Has yet to win 
a regular spot. 

5. Todd McManus; Often underrated, a strong 
defender, good in the air and sharp in the tackle. 
Improves each season. 

6. Glenn Sprod: Versatile player, who has 
appeared right across the backline and in 
midfield, Had a spell as a professional in 
England with Exeter City before returning home 
to the Central Coast. Made his NSL debut with 
Parramatta Eagles. 

7. Peter Ritchie; AIS graduate, brought to the 
club by former coach John Kosmina. Took a while 
to win Lee Sterrey's approval, but performs an 
important role as defensive midfielder. 

8. Mark Wilson: Yet to realise his full potential 
- a player with nice skills, good vision and strong 
technique who too often disappears during 
crucial stages of the game. His best football in 
front of him, 

9. Chris Tancheski: Exciting young striker. An 
AIS graduate, who was offered a contract by 
German club Werder Bremen last year, but 
turned it down, Season so far interrupted by 


injury. 


“NORTHERN SPIBIT NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


MICHAEL COCKERILL'S PLAYER PROFILE 
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10. John Buonavogila: Pint-sized striker blessed 


with blistering pace. A former Sydney Olympic 
junior who was released without playing a game 
and went back to state league football with 
Leichhardt Tigers, Given a second shot at the 


1 LLL 
‘E-mail: contact@northernspirit.com.au 


NSL bythe Breakersthisseason. _ 

41, Andrew Borghetto: Major off-season recruit 
(from Adelaide Sharks) who broke his leg in the 
first game of the season. Due back from injury 
next week. 

12, Fouad Umlll: Moroccan striker who literally 
walked in off the street halfway through last 
season. Initially struggled with the pace of the 
game, but is steadily finding his feet. 

13. Brad Wieczorek: Fast, nippy, left-sided 
midfielder who has done well since being 
recruited from local football this season. 

14. Greg Owens: Will forever be remembered for 
his two classic goals which sunk Perth Glory last 
month after coming off the bench. A key member 
of Newcastle's stable of promising local 
youngsters, 

46. Josh Stick: Former New Zealand under-17 
international, the midfielder arrived at the club 
this season but still waiting for his chance, 

17. Robert Shannon: Veteran Scottish 
professional, best known for his time at Dundee, 
he is the club's major import, Struggled over the 
first 10 rounds, but has started to show his 
worth, 

18. Tom Haythornthwalte: A Manly-Warringah 
Junior who has played with Parramatta Eagles 
and Canberra Cosmos before accepting the 
chance to further his career with Newcastle, A 
former under-17 international, his career was 
interrupted by chronic fatigue syndrome for 
several years. 

19. Yoon Sang-chul: Former South Korean 
international striker who arrived in Australia last 
Season with compatriot Pan Keun-kim to join 
Marconi. Found his chances imited at Bossley 
Park, and moved to Newcastle after the start of 
the season. 

20. Brad Swancott: Goalkeeper 

and fringe member of the 

Australian Olympic squad, has 

had to play second fiddle to 


' Catlin this season. 


21. josh Maguire: A mobile, 
talented young midfielder who 
has recently been given his 
opportunity with the first 
team. 
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